§Baby,;l really thought it over

res pon-si'b'illlizty of parenting

- Sophomores learn

By MEcHAN WALTON
© mwalton®@caholicreivew.org

n a bustling Thorsday
! morning at St Fran-
. ces  Academy,
[ Shakiara Coleman anxious-
i ly approached her cousin in
the hallway and nsked her

1
I
; on- g anather' clBSS.’.

_and get her baby back, her

- nowhere to be found.-
“If it had been a real baby T
would have been more care-

i ful," Shakiata told her teach-
er, Angela Thorpe-Johnson,

- who had found the bahy,
: *  Shakiara is. tnking- Mrs,
" Thorpe-Johnsom’s  “sisters'

I
|
I
E

L. righit of passage” class, which *

I consists of 20 [female™stu-

.Baltimare, "

if she would, waich her buby

she f’nu!]y realized that she.--
-needed to-find her cousin-

.cousin and-the baby were"

i dents, Mrs, Thorpe-Johnson &

i contacted -the archdiocesan.

;- division of youth and young
r adult- ministry to inquire
- nbout the *Baby Think it
§ -Over" program, which incor-
} porates dolls - that- simulate
!+ the behavior.of newborn

- babies, The teacher. borrowed
i- » four of their infant simulators

responsibility and effort it
takes to care for a baby,

" “My goal is to prevent
‘teen pregnancy,” said Mrs,
i Tharpe-Johnson. “It's not to
I~ show thcm how great mmh-
i erhoodis™ |

i . Mis. Thorpe-Johnson heard
E‘ ~about the ‘Baby Think It
i Over” program from fellow
I .teacher David Owens who did
| the baby experiment with his
1 tennis tenm,

{ . Each girl in the class will be
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correct male or female baby
to tke care of for 48 hours,
‘which sounded easy enongh
t until the. students: heard - the
© baby cry. The babies dom't

]

to show her class how mmich°

given a lifelike, anatomically-

need to be fed or-diapered,
but it is guaranteed the infant
simulators will . scream and

-cry about every two hours. A

tamper resistant monitor in
the baby will detect how well

the baby is being taken'care of

of neglected,

To getthe baby to stop cry-
ing and- calm.down, a small
key, which is attached to
the mother’s wrist, must be
inserted into the baby’s back

and Held there. Once the key -
is’ nestled into the child’s:
back it will take one to 30"
-minutes for it to stop crying. |
" T want them to make gtire |
they conscionsly understand
that they do not-wani a baby :
snid §
A

until they. are.rendy,”
Mrs. - Thorpe-Johnson.
baby isa huge adjustment.”

. Mrs. Thorpe-Johnson feels :
that. instead of just talking -
about -abstinence . and right -

(K}

choices, this experience will
allow them to relate to some- .

thing more physical,
Before - Shakiara

noen with her bundle of joy,

‘she . commentied-. that she:
~didn't -think “this would be .

an easy project, and she was

a little nervous becavie tak-

ing care of this baby is not
like baby-sitting:

Her plan. that- afterndon -

wids to - ke the bus, but

.instead she called her step--

father to.comeé pick her-up.

-She  didn't want peaple to -

look at her-strangely for car-

rying around a 2I-inch, sev- -
en-pound vinyl baby. Diiring -
her “Baby Think it Over”..
-Shinkinra - said.

¢ she spent most of the timein. ..
-selfish said Mrs. Thorpe-
. Johason, “but if. you bave ‘a

experience, :

the honse except for a-walk
to her grandmother’s: house,

where she had to explain’to -

: Jeft
‘schocl on Wednesday after-

said. Shakiara.

CR StafffMeghan Walton -
A tired and stressed Shakiara Coleman (left) gwes her simulated infant"back to her
teacher, Mrs. Thorpe-Johnson,

inquiring passers—by that the

‘baby wasn’t real.

-Shakiara said that the hard-
estpart was petting out of

‘bed to:take care of her crying
baby, boy, She was up arcund

one,‘three and six on Thurs-

cday-and Fnd&y morring for at
*lenst 20 minutes dealmg with
“her cranky baby.

"*T'was tired and stressed,”
“I+ learned
never to have chﬂdrf:n 1
dor't like babtes n .
_Sha]qa.m said that s’he
wns. 50 tired at-school that
she even fell asleep in- two

‘of her classes until the baby-

wolke her up. She also said

“that-she’ conld’t ‘do what

she wanted toand-that made

—th_ipgs '_diﬂ’icult.

#It's-matural for teens to be *

baby "you can't.”



