A time for the 3llen;1ted ’to reestabllsh c

* By ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM D.BORDERS

At Christmas time we tend to forget thaidifficulties that our city and our world

- arefacing. We gather together with oixrfan’f‘hes and at least for a day believe that
what Jesus did thousands of years ago has truly brought peace to our world.

. But reality shatters what we msﬁ ouir Christmas could be. Russian armies are
gathering at the Polish borders, NATO ‘ministers make menacing statements
about Russian troop movements. The hostages are still captives in Iran. We have
no answer about the senseless killings of four American missionaries in El
Salvador

Closer to home, our city.and our state governments are telling us that they will
have to cut back on human-services:to people in need because there is not enough
money in the state and city budgets to maintain them.

Because inflation rates are still, rising, some Christmas gxfts remain un-
purchased, Credit at present prime rates makes it nearly impossible for people to
realize a life long ambition of purchasmg a home fo¥their families.

As 1 réflected on these conditiosss in oyr lives, my personal prayer over the
‘bogk of Isaiah has caused me to-secfagajn #hatour world is much like the world to

-whicli Isaiah spoke At that time he saidthat people were in revolt against God. He
also said that unless the will of God became apart of the lives of the Jewish nation
they would not have peace in their time.

Isaiah was telling the people of his time something that has been growing in my
thoughts for many months, The great prophet was telling the people of his time
that they had lost a sense of the transcendent. And perhaps the reason for a lack of

* peace in our time is a similar lack, a lack of an understanding of who God is, a lack

of the sense of the transcendent. D

In the closing lines of the book of Genesis, the sacred author tells us that God
grieved. He grieved because people did not understand Who He was and how
everything they received had come from Him. The author of Genesis also tells us
the story of Cain and Abel, reminding us that when people forget God and break
their faith with Him, they soon break faith-with others.

In a sense, God is telling us in the book of Genesis that the sin which alienates
us from our God will inevitably alienate us from one another.

Is our society-an alienated society? Are there not thousands of people in the
cities and towns of Maryland who are alienated from themselves, unable to be in
touch with their feelings? Are there not thousands of people who feel lonely and
who live right next door to you and me? Are we not witnesses to people's hunger,
their lack of heat, and the despair of their criminal acts?

Yes, oursis an alienated society!

Some would say that I am pessimistic in these words I have written. Perhaps I
am. But I am reminded too of the words of Martin Luther King who wrote in his
book, Strength of Love, *‘Our scientific power has outrun our spiritual power. We
have guided missiles, and misguided (people).”

. In our daily life we experience the skill, efficiency and dedication of the people
of Maryland The highway network curving into the center of Baltimore is just one
example of dedication to growth. The growth in the counties of places like White
Marsh, the increasing yields of Maryland farms, and the growing numbers of

students who are graduated from our colleges each year point to the desire 0@%/
home

~people for improvement and their ability to get things done. Most Maryland

[)
/ % L(/ e ‘\"/»



_contact with Christ—‘a renewal of faith’
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are warm and comfortable, and leisure time is increasing for all of us because we

have learned to harness nature through science.

But what is the cost of this scientific achievement? What spiritual realities ,
have been sacrificed to the gods of sophistication, technological supenomty, and

communications excellence?

I believe that as we enter into the spirit of Christmas 1980 we must admit that
we have sacrificed many spiritual realities to the needs of our modern society.

But the same God who grieved in Genesis never forgets our need.

What is our need? Our need is to know God despite what appears to be his
alienation from-us. Because of sin God may seem remete from us. But God chooses’
to helﬁ us see Who He is. He clothed His Son in flesh because he loves us.

The mystery of God's love, then, is that He would send His Son to us so that He
could forgive us our sinfulness. Jesus came into our world so that the very things-

which alienate us from our God and from one another could be healed. The eradie
in whose shadow there is-always the cross; contained the-person that W 'uld even- g

tually he the bridge fromour1ives of sin fo alife of love with'God. ;7"
Jesus is the bridge, the mediator hetween God and qurselves. *l‘nat

babe of Bethlehem takes on our sins, frees us from them, and gives us the ainlity o 7

live our lives w1th God.

The meaning of Chrlstr;l as is contained tota}ly im thxs mystery of God's loye.. .-

But if we have lost a sense of God, it will be difficult for us to realize the beauty of
that love, and in that way we will remain alienated.

Christmas, then, gives us another chance to reflect on the importanee of God in
our lives. It is a reminder that the God who grieved in Genesis, loved us even more.
deeply than He grieved for us. If we accept His love, ther we have stepped away
from the alienation that is all around us.

But it is only in faith that we can accept His love; only in faith that we can over-

come alienation.
So, Christmas, is a time of faith and a time for renewal of faith. It is a time for .

renewal of faith in Jesus Christ whom the seriptures tell us is the Prince of Peace.

Even though we renew our faith in Jesus, the troops massed on the Polish
border will still be there, and we will wonder still about the hostages in Iran. But -
we will be able to look at those situations with the hope engendered by faith. We .

will know that we are no longer alienated from our God, or alienated from one
another.

We will believe and experience that desplte our human failings, there is peace

in our world, the peace of people who live with the knowledge of God within them.

Inner peace is part of the peace that Isaiah spoke of; the peace that comes from

knowing and accepting God’s will.

All of us have been called into existence by God, if we accept His love, then we
will eventually be united with Christ. When we are united with Christ we are united
with each other and peace and joy gives life meaning.

Our task now is to remember that we are called to live with faith, then to cling
to the mystery of God’s love made real through the presence of Jesus Christ.

In the spirit of faith and hope that Jesus’ presence brings, I pray for God’s
blessing on all of you who are my brothers and sisters in His name. May your
Christmas days be filled with the love and peace that the Infant Jesus came to

bring.
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