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Style of Catechesis and the Gifts Needed 



Style of Catechesis and the Gifts Needed 

 PRE-CATECHUMENATE & EVANGELIZATION 

 Storytellers 

 “They know the great stories of scripture and can relate those 
stories to their own lives and the lives of others.” 

 Active Listeners 

 “They need to know how to listen to the cues that signal 
opportunities of the “a-ha” moments. 

 Have led faith-sharing groups 

 Proficient with the dynamics of Christian witness 

 Paragraph 42 etched in their minds  

 and lead the inquirers more deeply into conversion 

 Have a willingness to enter into an honest, discerning dialogue 



Style of Catechesis and the Gifts Needed 

 CATECHUMENATE 

 Catechesists, Parishioners, Sponsors, Director, Priest, Deacon 

 Active, believing member of the Christian community 

 and they truly believe that the community is the one that forms 
and initiates 

 Knows the parish well and can invite them into the process 

 asking the faithful to companion or come share stories 

 Understands that the life of the community is grounded in the 
liturgy 

 Skilled in asking questions that challenge attitudes and ways of 
looking at behavior in the world 



Style of Catechesis and the Gifts Needed 

 CATECHUMENATE 

 Knows how to ask the “so what” questions 

 Understands that the Christian life is apostolic 

 They may have certain areas that interest them  

 Use the expertise of the team members 

 Flexible, Dedicated, Communicative, Engaging, Creative 

 Can work to make Paragraph 75 (!!!) a reality in the parish 



Style of Catechesis and the Gifts Needed 

 PURIFICATION & ENLIGHTENMENT 

 Able to lead spiritual preparation 

 Facilitate the lenten baptismal and  
    penitential preparation of the elect 



Style of Catechesis and the Gifts Needed 

 MYSTAGOGY 

 “Those who are at home in the world of symbols.” 

 “Teachers are not always good mystagogues.  Poets and artists, 
however, might make wonderful catechists.” 

 Able to invite the neophyte to embrace the mystery with 
renewed insight 

 Has lived the paschal mystery themselves 

 has the wisdom to invite others into the ongoing mystery of 
Christ’s death and resurrection 

 Able to allow the neophytes to discover for themselves… 

 what they experienced 

 how to weave that experience into their lives 



Lectionary as Primary Text 

FIRST READING – 5th Sunday in Easter (Year A)  Acts 6:1-7 

 

As the number of disciples continued to grow, 
    the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews 
    because their widows were being neglected in  
    the daily distribution. 
So the Twelve called together the community of  
    the disciples and said, 
“It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve  
       at table.   Brothers, select from among you seven 
       reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, 
       whom we shall appoint to this task, 
       whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer 
       and to the ministry of the word.” 
The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, 
       so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and  
       the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,  
       Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch,  
       a convert to Judaism. 
They presented these men to the apostles who prayed  
       and laid hands on them. 
The word of God continued to spread, 
       and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem  
       increased greatly; even a large group of priests were 
       becoming obedient to the faith. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts6.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts6.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts6.htm


Skills that Work  &  The Role of the Community 
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Cautions 

 Beware of programmatic approach,  
     reliance on pre-packaged program of material 

 Beware of fundamentalism or a too-casual attitude 

 Note absenteeism 

 Note other needs or life events of participants,  
     especially annulments, other canonical and life issues 

 Plan for on-going process, flexible schedules, multiple 
     opportunities for rite of acceptance/welcoming 

 Assure varied catechists and methods/styles of gatherings 

 Assure varied resources and availibility to participants 

 Use rituals, prayers, music 

 Keep regular contact with sponsors,  
     incorporate them into the process effectively 



What else…? 

Lent as a time of purification and enlightenment

weekly catechetical sessions

breaking open the word (dismissal catechesis)

preparation and vibrant celebrations of the Rites

the importance of distinguishing the…

spiritual preparation of catechumens

discernment of readiness

the importance of mystagogical reflections

resources for the pre-catechumenate/inquiry…

formation of RCIA teams

developing a year-round catechumenate



What else…? 

AUGUST 6, 1030-1230 

   FREDERICK COUNTY 

AUGUST 9, 630-830 

   HOWARD/ANNE ARUNDEL 

AUGUST 10, 1230-230 

   BALTIMORE COUNTY 

AUGUST 13, 1030-1230 

   BALTIMORE CITY 

AUGUST 17, 630-830 

   BALTIMORE/HARFORD 

DATE: TBA 

   WESTERN MARYLAND 



What else…? 

ST. BERNARDINE CHURCH 

SATURDAY, NOV. 5, 2011 

1000-1230 Purple 
Handout 



What else…? 

CHILDREN & CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON, DC 

AUGUST 12-13 

 

CONCERNING THE BAPTIZED 
DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON 

JUNE 17-18 
Blue 

Handout 


