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cardinal william h. keeler
born: march 4, 1931

ordained to the priesthood: july 17, 1955

episcopal ordination: september 21, 1979

seventh bishop of harrisburg: 1984 – 1989  

fourteenth archbishop of baltimore: 1989 – 2007  

elevated to the college of cardinals: november 28, 1994  

died: march 23, 2017
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Order of Service
This historic Basilica ... is the most significant house of 

worship in our land. Here the Eucharist has been celebrated by 

so many: Archbishop Marechal, who brought the initial work 

to completion and whose pastoral staff and chalice, a gift of 

Pope Pius VII, we use today; James Roosevelt Bayley, whose 

relatives included St. Elizabeth Bayley Seton and two U. S. 

Presidents; Cardinal James Gibbons and Lawrence Shehan.

And may Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, assist with her prayers 

all present now to welcome with faith and hope and love the 

saving Jesus who soon will be upon this altar under signs of 

bread and wine.

cardinal william h. keeler, august 15, 2004
feast of the assumption 
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Reception of the Body 
celebrant |  Most Reverend Wil l iam E. Lor i , S .T.D. |   Archbi shop  o f  Bal t imore

greeting of the body

sign of the cross & scripture verse
Archbishop Lori:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

R/.   Amen.

Archbishop Lori:  Peace be with you.  

R/.   And with your spirit.

Archbishop Lori:  My brothers and sisters, Jesus says: “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I   
   will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of 

   heart; and you will find rest for yourselves.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”

   The Lord God lives in His holy temple yet abides in our midst.  Since in baptism William   
   became God’s temple and the Spirit of God lived in him, with reverence we bless his 

   mortal body.

procession jesus christ, yesterday, today and forever

reading 1 thessalonians 4:14
If we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

psalm 119
I have sought to do your will, O Lord; for this you give me life.

the lord’s prayer

concluding prayer
Archbishop Lori:  God of faithfulness,

    in your wisdom you have called your servant William

    out of this world;

    release him from the bonds of sin,

    and welcome him into your presence,

    so that he may enjoy eternal light and peace

    and be raised up in glory with all your saints.

    We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R/.     Amen.

blessing
Archbishop Lori:   Blessed are those who have died in the Lord;

    let them rest from their labors for their good deeds go 

         with them.

    Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.

R/.     And let perpetual light shine upon him.

Archbishop Lori:   May he rest in peace.

R/.     Amen.

Archbishop Lori:   May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,

    through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

R/.     Amen.

Archbishop Lori:   May the peace of God, 

    which is beyond all understanding,

    keep your hearts and minds

    in the knowledge and love of God

    and of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

R/.     Amen.

Archbishop Lori:   May almighty God bless you,

    the + Father, and the + Son, and the + Holy Spirit.

R/.     Amen.
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I enlist now your prayers and interest, as together we ask the 

Holy Spirit to guide those who are coming from around the 

world to the deeper unity and the visible unity the Lord wills 

for His Church. Today dawned dreary, with snow in the air. 

Like the sun which now shines brightly, may the Holy Spirit 

help clear the air of any dark suspicions. May the Spirit warm 

hearts and enlighten minds to take mutually loving, creative 

and courageous steps as sister Churches approach each other to 

embrace with the holy kiss of unity and peace.

cardinal william h. keeler, april 9, 2000
the dialogue between east and west 

hymn christ is made the sure foundation
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Office for the Dead
 

basilica of the national shrine  
of the assumption of the blessed virgin mary

march 27, 2017  |  7 :00 p.m.

presider |  Most Reverend Wil l iam E. Lor i , S .T.D. |   Archbi shop  o f  Bal t imore

celebrant  |  Bishop Denis  J. Madden, D.D.  |  Auxi l iar y  Bishop  Emer itus  o f  Bal t imore

homilist |  Father  Michael  W hite  |  Pastor, Church  o f  the  Nativity

music ministry  |  The  Mount  Saint  Mar y’s  Seminar y  Vesper s  Scho la
under  the  dire c t ion  o f  Ms. Ju l i e  Parker, Direc tor  o f  Liturgi ca l  Musi c  and Univers i ty  Organis t

and Rev. Mr. Peter  Gruber, C.O.

(Solemn Vespers)

Holy Father, we welcome you as one who has given a special 

witness to all the world for principles of justice and peace, 

most especially for your work on behalf of the culture of life 

and of religious freedom. We are delighted to say that in this 

community, Pope John Paul II we love you.

cardinal william h. keeler, november 8, 1995
the cathedral of mary our queen 
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“In the celebration of the office for the dead, members of the Christian community gather to offer 
praise and thanks to God especially for the gifts of redemption and resurrection, to intercede for the 
dead, and to find strength in Christ’s victory over death.  When the community celebrates the hours, 

Christ the Mediator and High Priest is truly present through his Spirit in the gathered assembly, 
in the proclamation of God’s word, and in the prayer and song of the Church. The community’s 

celebration of the hours acknowledges that spiritual bond that links the Church on earth with the 
Church in heaven, for it is in union with the whole Church that this prayer is offered on behalf of 

the deceased.” (Order of Christian Funerals, no. 349)

Solemn Vespers

prelude create in me a clean heart, o god 
(arr Parker/Meininger)

si iniquitates observaveris 
S. Wesley (1766-1837)

Introductory Verse

hymn sing with all the  saints in glory
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Psalmody

Antiphon 1: The Lord will keep you from all evil./ He will guard your soul.

psalm 121
Side 1: I lift up my eyes to the mountains: 
 from where shall come my help? 
 My help shall come from the Lord 
 who made heaven and earth.

Side 2: May he never allow you to stumble! 
 Let him sleep not, your guard. 
 No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 
 Isra-el’s guard.

Side 1: The Lord is your guard and your shade; 
 at your right side he stands. 
 By day the sun shall not smite you 
 nor the moon in the night.

Side 2: The Lord will guard you from evil, 
 he will guard your soul. 
 The Lord will guard your go-ing and coming 
 both now and for ever.

Side 1: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

   Ho-ly Spirit:

Side 2: as it was in the begin-ning, is now, and will 

  be for ever. A-men.

All: The Lord will keep you from all evil./ He will guard 

 your soul.

Antiphon 2: If you kept a record of our sins, Lord,/ who could escape con-demnation?

psalm 130
Side 1: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
 Lord, hear my voice! 
 O let your ears be at-tentive 
 to the voice of my pleading.

Side 2: If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
 Lord, who would survive? 
 But with you is found for-giveness: 
 for this we revere you.

Side 1: My soul is waiting for the Lord, 
 I count on his word. 
 My soul is longing for the Lord 
 more than watch-man for daybreak. 
 Let the watchman count on daybreak 

 and Israel on the Lord.

Side 2: Because with the Lord there is mercy 
 and fullness of redemption, 
 Israel indeed he will re-deem 
 from all its iniquity.

Side 1: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

 Ho-ly Spirit:

Side 2: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for  
 ev-er. Amen.

All: If you kept a record of our sins, Lord, 

 who could escape con-demnation?

Antiphon 3: As the Father raises the dead and gives them life,/ so the Son gives life to whom he wills.

canticle — philippians 2:6-11
Side 1: Though he was in the form of God, 
 Jesus did not deem equali-ty with God 
 something to be grasped at. 

Side 2: Rather, he emp-tied himself 
 and took the form of a slave, 
 being born in the like-ness of men.

Side 1: He was known to be of hu-man estate, 
 and it was thus that he hum-bled himself, 
 obediently accepting e-ven death, 
 death on a cross!

Side 2: Be-cause of this, 
 God highly ex-alted him 
 and bestowed on him the name 
 above every oth-er name,

Side 1: so that at Je-sus’ name 
 every knee must bend 
 in the heavens, on the earth, 
 and un-der the earth, 
 and every tongue pro-claim 
 to the glory of God the Father: 
 JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!

Side 1: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

  Ho-ly Spirit:

Side 2: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 

  e-ver. Amen.

All: As the Father raises the dead and gives them life, 

 so the Son gives life to whom he wills.

reading   1 corinthians 15:55-57

Where, O Death,  is your victory? 
Where, O Death, is your sting? 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Responsory

homily rev. michael white, Pastor, Church of the Nativity, Homilist

i heard the voice of jesus say (T. Tallis, c.1505-1585)

please stand 
Canticle of Mary

(Magnificat)
Antiphon: All that the Father gives me will come to me,/ and whoever comes to me I shall not turn away.  

All: All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I shall not turn away. 

Intercessions

Deacon: Christ, Son of the living God, who raised up Lazarus, your friend, from the dead,  
  raise up to life and glory the dead whom you have redeemed by your precious blood.

R/.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon: Christ, consoler of those who mourn, you dried the tears of the family of Lazarus, of the widow’s 

  son, and the daughter of Jairus, comfort those who mourn for the dead.

R/.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon: Christ, Savior, destroy the reign of sin in our earthly bodies, so that just as through sin we 

  deserved punishment, so through you we may gain eternal life.

R/.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon: Christ, Redeemer, look on those who have no hope because they do not know you,  
  may they receive faith in the resurrection and in the life of the world to come.

R/.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon: You revealed yourself to the blind man who begged for the light of his eyes,  
  show your face to the dead who are still deprived of your light.

R/.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon: When at last our earthly home is dissolved, give us a home, not of earthly making, but built of 

  eternity in heaven.

R/.  Lord, hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Concluding Prayer
Lord of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

May our brother William Cardinal Keeler, 

whom you called your son on earth 

enter the kingdom of peace and light, 

where your saints live in glory 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

– Amen.

remarks most rev. william e. lori, 16th Archbishop of Baltimore
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Dismissal
V/.   The Lord be with you.

R/.  And with your spirit.

V/.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.

R/.  Now and forever.

V/.  Our help is in the name of the Lord.

R/.  Who made heaven and earth.

V/.   May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

R/.  Amen.

hymn  ave regina caelorum

Catholic schools have the capacity to touch young minds and 

hearts, to prepare children to challenge ignorance with wisdom, 

hatred with love, terror with justice, and help to ensure that 

young people go into the world believing that they can make it 

a better place. 

cardinal william h. keeler, september 20, 2002
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Funeral Mass
 

the cathedral of mary our queen

march 28, 2017  |  2 :00 p.m. 

celebrant |  Most Reverend Wil l iam E. Lor i , S .T.D. |   Archbi shop  o f  Bal t imore

homilist |  His Eminence T imothy Cardinal  Dolan, Ph.D, D.D.|   Archbi shop  o f  New York

final commendation  |  His Eminence Edwin Cardinal  O’Br ien, S.T.D. 

Ar chbi shop  Emer itus  o f  Bal t imore

As Christians we can look upon death, not without fear 

and trembling, but without averting our eyes—because we 

know that the love of God in Christ, which is infinitely more 

powerful than death, will accompany us on that dark passage 

and awaits us in its fullness on the other side.

cardinal william h. keeler, september 22, 2001
keynote address, missouri catholic conference
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prelude jesu, joy of man’s desiring

entrance procession   let all mortal flesh keep silence

Introductory Rites
greeting

sprinkling with holy water

placing of the pall

opening prayer

Liturgy of the Word
first reading  deuteronomy 6:4-9
Moses said to the people: 

Hear, O Israel!  The LORD is our God, the LORD alone! Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your God, with your whole heart, and with 

your whole being, and with your whole strength. 

Take to heart these words which I command you today. Keep repeating them to your children. Recite them when you are at home and when 

you are away, when you lie down and when you get up. 

Bind them on your arm as a sign and let them be as a pendant on your forehead.  Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates. 

The Word of the Lord.

R/.Thanks be to God.

responsorial psalm   psalm 116 

second reading  2 timothy 4:1-5
Beloved: 
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingly power: 

proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching. 

For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine but, following their own desires and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate 

teachers and will stop listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths. 

But you, be self-possessed in all circumstances; put up with hardship; perform the work of an evangelist; fulfill your ministry.

The Word of the Lord. 

R/.Thanks be to God.

gospel matthew 4:18-22
As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; 

they were fishermen.

He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him.  He walked along from 

there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 

They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and 

followed him.

I tell you, from now on I shall not drink this fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

R/.Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

homily  timothy c ardinal dol an,  Archbi shop  o f  New York

universal prayer
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Liturgy of the Eucharist
preparation of the gifts  i know that my redeemer lives

holy, holy 

mystery of faith 

amen
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lord’s prayer

sign of peace

agnus dei

communion hymn  panis angelicus

marian hymn o sanctissima
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Final Commendation
invitation to prayer edwin cardinal o’brien

song of farewell  in paradisum

prayer of commendation

To you, O Lord, we commend the soul of William your servant;

in the sight of this world, he is now dead; in your sight may he live for ever.

Forgive whatever sins he committed through human weakness and in your goodness grant him 

everlasting peace.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

R/. Amen

procession to the place of committal       praise to the holiest 
               in the height
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We in the church stand with the unborn and the vulnerable, 

the hungry and the homeless; we stand in the defense of human 

rights and human life. Our advocacy does not fit ideological or 

partisan categories. Our witness is not politically correct, but 

it is unfailingly consistent. We do indeed have a story to tell. 

It is a story of accomplishment as well as a story of hope. It is 

a story of a God who loves and a God who helps. In this age 

neither our story nor our God can easily be captured in the 

printed word or the electronic image; but our story is real; it is 

palpable; and it is full of hope. We proclaim divine life which 

transforms hearts, gives courage and, more and more, please 

God, reawakens and sustains a passion for holiness.

cardinal william h. keeler, november 14, 1994

Rite of Committal
 

basilica of the national shrine  
of the assumption of the blessed virgin mary

march 28, 2017  |  4 :30 p.m. 

celebrant |  Most Reverend Wil l iam E. Lor i , S .T.D. |   Archbi shop  o f  Bal t imore
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invitation archbishop lori

scripture verse matthew 25:34
Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.’

Prayer Over the Place of Committal
Celebrant: All praise to you, Lord of all creation. 

  Praise to you, holy and living God. 

  We praise and bless you for your mercy, 

  we praise and bless you for your kindness. 

  Blessed is the Lord, our God. 

All:  Blessed is the Lord, our God.

Celebrant: You sanctify the homes of the living 

  and make holy the places of the dead. 

  You alone open the gates of righteousness 

  and lead us to the dwellings of the saints. 

  Blessed is the Lord, our God. 

All:  Blessed is the Lord, our God.

Celebrant: We praise you, our refuge and strength. 

  We bless you, our God and Redeemer. 

  Your praise is always in our hearts and on our lips. 

  We remember the mighty deeds of the covenant. 

  Blessed is the Lord, our God. 

All:  Blessed is the Lord, our God.

Celebrant: Almighty and ever-living God, 

  remember the mercy with which you graced your servant William in life. 

  Receive him, we pray, into the mansions of the saints. 

  As we make ready our brother’s resting place, 

  look also with favor on those who mourn 

  and comfort them in their loss. 

  Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen.

Procession to the Place of Committal 

At this point in the liturgy the body is taken to the Basilica crypt.  Due to space limitations only the family and ministers should proceed to the crypt.  The 

remaining portion of the service will be audible in the church.  Those wishing to pay their respects at the Cardinal’s final resting place are invited to do so 

at the conclusion of the service and once the tomb is sealed and the crypt gates are  reopened.

Intercessions

Celebrant: For our brother, William, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the resurrection and the life.   

  Whoever believes in me shall live even in death and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.”

Deacon: Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for William and dry the tears  

  of those who weep. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: You promised paradise to the repentant thief; bring William to the joys of heaven. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with all your saints 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon: Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of William; let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All:  Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rite of Committal
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Concluding Prayer
Prayer Over the People 

Deacon: Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing.

Celebrant: Merciful Lord, 

  you know the anguish of the sorrowful, 

  you are attentive to the prayers of the humble. 

  Hear your people 

  who cry out to you in their need, 

  and strengthen their hope in your lasting goodness. 

  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen.

Celebrant: Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 

All:  And let perpetual light shine upon him.

Celebrant: May he rest in peace. 

All:  Amen.

Celebrant: May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed, 

  through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

All:  Amen.

Celebrant: May the peace of God, 

  which is beyond all understanding, 

  keep your hearts and minds 

  in the knowledge and love of God 

  and of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen.

Celebrant: May almighty God bless you, 

  The Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen.

Deacon: Go in the peace of Christ. 

All:  Thanks be to God.

Committal
song of farewell old hundredth
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Copyright Acknowledgment: Music and text have been reprinted with permission of 
OneLicense.net #A-701411, LicenSing  #611935 and World Library Publications license number 

C6706A. All rights reserved.

Photo of Cardinal Keeler in Cuba provided by the Baltimore Sun.




